Scenario 2

Gifts, Gifts, Gifts
Laura Bozneck (Karen McCulley)
I am Laura Bozneck, and I supervise the clerk’s office in a moderate sized Oregon Circuit court.  The court has always received large boxes of chocolates during the Christmas season delivered from the larger law firms.  Up until two years ago, the senior partners of various firms brought the boxes over themselves in a pleasant show of their appreciation.  But that year my boss, court administrator Ed Edwards, privately asked each firm to discontinue the practice.  Last year only one firm brought a box in and Edwards had it returned.   Needless to say losing the chocolates is a real morale buster.  I warn the staff this year not to accept chocolates, but a UPS man delivered a very expensive box of Godiva chocolate truffles with no name on the card.    That box must have cost over $100.  The staff ate as many of the truffles as they could before I took the box away from them and took it to Mr. Edwards’ office. 

Rachel Dexter (Lisa Faught)
I am Rachel Dexter and I am a senior partner of a large law firm in the city.  I am an old school lawyer and believe it is “just good business” the clerk’s office staff feels appreciated during the Christmas season.  I always to make sure a large box of expensive chocolates is delivered to clerk’s office at Christmas.  Ed Edwards is an overly up tight stick in the mud, who could loosen up with a couple of adult beverages.  My firm isn’t asking for anything special; the chocolates are just a way to say “thank you” for their hard work.  To get around that goof ball Edwards, I had UPS deliver man take the chocolates over without a signed card, but the staff know who it was from.   

Question for Laura
Laura how do you personally feel about Rachel’s law firm sending over chocolates?  

Question for Rachel

Ed asked you nicely not to deliver chocolates. He even told you that it gives the appearance of impropriety and potential bias. Seriously, do you think it is good business to make nice to the staff while insulting the top administrator?

I’m not insulting that old coot Edwards, and besides giving chocolates is perfectly legal.  Read the OJD Personnel Rule 19 again.  It says I can give a gift as long as it is to a group of individuals.

