Cox Files Felony Charges Against Court Employee 

October 21, 2003 (MI AG’s website, press release)

Lansing, MI – Attorney General Mike Cox announced today that felony charges have been filed against a former employee of the traffic division of the Pontiac 50th District Court. Juan Bueno was charged with one count of solicitation to commit embezzlement of more than $1,000 but less than $20,000 and one count of solicitation to commit false pretenses, both felonies punishable up to five years in prison and/or $5,000. 

The Attorney General’s Office alleges Bueno solicited a court employee with access to court funds to embezzle money from the court from May 22, 2003 through July 9, 2003. Initially, the investigation alleges Bueno proposed the creation of “dummy” files for fictitious criminal cases where false bond checks would be issued with Bueno receiving part of the proceeds. Pontiac law enforcement authorities initiated an investigation after being advised of the solicitation. After multiple conversations between Bueno and the employee, a check was issued to Bueno from the court’s bond fund under the supervision of investigators. Working in cooperation with the police, the solicited employee issued a bond refund check directly to Bueno for $2,000. Bueno cashed the check under the surveillance of the Pontiac Police Department, according to the investigation. 

Bottom of Form 0

Court Employee Arrested

By Tiani Jones
First Coast News

JACKSONVILLE, FL -- The State Attorney’s office is investigating a man accused of taking money to help reinstate illegal driver’s licenses.Police say, Sam Sharpe an employee in the Clerks of Courts office, stole D-6 forms from the Misdemeanor Division. Those forms could then be used at the Department of Motor Vehicles to reinstate suspended licenses.Sharpe was arrested Wednesday morning and is charged with official misconduct. The Clerks office says they are looking into whether changes need to be made in who has access to official forms.Police say drivers caught with those fraudulent licenses will go to jail.An exact number of people with these licenses isn't known, but investigators estimate it to be around 200.

Updated: 2/12/2004 1:02:11 AM Edited by Tiani Jones, Reporter
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Municipal Court Employee Arrested for Theft and other Related Charges
(press  release, City of Colorado Springs)

By For News Release questions, please contact our PIO

In July 2002, the Colorado Springs Municipal Court Administration notified the Colorado Springs Police Department that there were some irregularities occurring in some court transaction records. The initial assessment indicated that some criminal behavior could be involved and as a result, an investigation was initiated by the Colorado Springs Police Department Special Services Section.

In the course of the investigation, a computer audit trail tracked the cases in which the discrepancies occurred. It was determined that a Municipal Court Clerk was taking in payments and then issuing false receipts. She would then keep the money. At this point, it has been documented that $1,280 was taken by the employee, who resigned during the course of the investigation.

The investigation was submitted to the District Attorney’s Office for review. As a result of that review, this morning, Darla Rae Pierce, a 36 year old white female, was arrested and then released on a Felony Summons charging her with Felony Theft, Felony Computer Crime, Felony Embezzlement of Public Property, and a Misdemeanor charge of Abuse of Public Records.

More allegations face District Court worker accused of drunken driving

Stephanie Rice of The Columbian 

Vancouver, WA, Sept. 12 - A Clark County District Court employee arrested two weeks ago for allegedly driving while drunk may have more than just a legal problem. Court Administrator Bob Winsor said he's reviewing allegations that the employee was belligerent and threatened to have people fired when she was arrested by a Washington State Patrol trooper and taken to the Clark County Jail. 

Vancouver resident Mary D. Bartlett, 48, works as a judicial assistant for District Court Commissioner James Swanger and has worked for Judges Vernon Schreiber and Randal Fritzler. She earns about $36,000 a year and has been a county employee since Oct. 1, 1983. She remains on the job. 

Court employees are expected to adhere to a code of judicial conduct, Winsor said. 

Bartlett allegedly made noise about how she works for judges and could have jail employees fired. In an e-mail message to a supervisor, custody officer Rebecca Lane wrote that Bartlett "made it known that she works for the county courts" when she was booked into the Clark County Jail. 

"She made statements that she does not have to do anything we ask her (because) she knows a lot of people, and she could have our jobs. She was very rude. She made statements that we might take her jewelry and how expensive her jewelry is. She told us that we are going to just let her go." 

When Bartlett was released a quick book-and-release is standard procedure in drunken-driving cases Lane said Bartlett offered a parting shot by telling a custody officer, "I would never be as fat as you," and that the officer would be in front of a judge "one of these days." 
 
Washington State Patrol trooper William Sires wrote in his incident report that he pulled Bartlett over at 11:40 p.m. Aug. 29 for "weaving back and forth like a snake" in her red Mazda. 

"(Bartlett) stated she worked for the county and knew a lot of important people, like judges, and I was making a big mistake arresting her. She stated she would see to it personally that my career was over." 

Bartlett refused to perform field sobriety tests or take a portable breath test. Sires wrote that he asked Bartlett whether she'd been drinking, and "she stated of course I have been, but you can't prove it." 

Sires took Bartlett to jail. She was released to a friend who drove her home. Sires said Bartlett tried to call an attorney with her cell phone, but the phone wasn't working.   He said Bartlett laughed and said she would have to be released because she couldn't contact an attorney. 

"I again pointed out the telephone on the desk," Sires wrote. "(Bartlett) then stated, 'I guess you have the answer to everything, don't you, you (expletive) pig.'" 

Winsor said the allegations are under review. He'll pass his findings along to the judges, who will decide whether Bartlett should be disciplined.  Bartlett's attorney, Jon McMullen, said he couldn't comment on the allegations. 

Let's just say that there are two sides to every story, and of course the person who's being arrested doesn't get a chance to write a report," McMullen said. "Being arrested and placed in custody is always a traumatic experience, and people react differently." 

Assistant city attorney Josephine Townsend said Bartlett's behavior wouldn't necessarily prompt additional criminal charges. Townsend will call jail employees as witnesses in the drunken-driving case, however, to testify about Bartlett's demeanor. 

A visiting judge will hear Bartlett's drunken-driving case to avoid a conflict of interest, Winsor said.  McMullen entered a plea of not guilty on Bartlett's behalf Sept. 3. Her next court date is Oct. 13.

City Court Employee Arrested, Arraigned
By C. Moore
Employee Turns Herself In to Police

A municipal court employee, believed to have taken several hundred thousand dollars over many years from the city, turned herself in today, August 7, 2003.

40-year-old Denise Vernae Owens arrived at the Tyler Police Department at about 7:30 a.m. and was taken into custody by Detective Richard Cashell. After processing Owens was transported to the County Courtt at Law #2 where retired Senior District Judge Robert E. Montgomery read Owens her rights and set bond at $75,000. 

Owens was then transported to the Smith County Jail and booked in. A first degree felony is punishable by 5 to 99 years, or life, in prison, and fines up to $10,000.

Mayor Joey Seeber reiterated on Thursday that fiscal responsibility is a priority for the City of Tyler and theft of government funds will not be tolerated. 

“The elaborate scheme by Denise Owens to apparently steal money from the City is very troubling,” Mayor Seeber said. “We will take every step to ensure that something like this does not happen again.”

The City of Tyler will look at every department that takes in money to ensure the proper checks and balances are in place. The City has hired Robert Bailes & Company, which has a certified fraud investigator on staff, to assist in this process.

Warren County Judge Indicted By Grand Jury Following Investigation By Attorney General Jim Petro’s Office

January 14, 2005 -- COLUMBUS - The Warren County Grand Jury today indicted Judge Dallas Powers on 13 felony and three misdemeanor charges, including sexual battery and retaliation, based on evidence compiled during a four-month investigation by Attorney General Jim Petro’s Office. Additionally, the Grand Jury indicted former court employee Libbie Gerondale on three misdemeanor and four felony charges, including theft. Warrants have been issued for their arrests.

Former court clerk enters plea
Sunday, March 13, 2005

By Mark Coyle, Peoria Times,  

A former Peoria Municipal Court employee entered a plea of not guilty during an arraignment Feb. 25 in Maricopa County Superior Court on charges of embezzling at least $355,000.

Rose Marie Baldizan, 43, a former judicial assistant supervisor, is accused of taking court revenue over an approximate four-year period.

Court documents state that she was indicted Feb. 11 on one count of theft and four charges of fraudulent schemes and artifices, all of which are Class 2 felonies. The indictment alleges that Baldizan stole $100,000 or more between January 2000 and October 2004.

A police investigation into Baldizan's actions concluded last December after search warrants were executed Sept. 29 at the court offices and Baldizan's home, which she shares with her husband. She was placed on administrative leave but resigned later that day.

She became the center of attention after a routine city audit uncovered financial irregularities in the court's cash accounting logs. The investigation revealed that the court lost at least $355,000 in revenue, investigators said.

Baldizan had been a court employee since July of 1991 and been in her most recent position since September 1998, city officials said.

Police believe that Baldizan, a Peoria resident, used the money to purchase vehicles and homes, including a summer residence near Payson.

An initial pre-trial conference has been scheduled for April 5 at 8:30 a.m.

Former court clerk charged with stealing By TERESA RESSEL\Daily Journal Staff Writer 

FARMINGTON (Mossouri) - A former Bonne Terre court clerk has been charged with stealing money from the city.

Donna Jennings, 59, of Farmington, was charged Tuesday with felony stealing and forgery. If convicted, she could be sentenced up to seven years in prison or fined up to $5,000 for each charge.

According to the probable cause statement, the city notified authorities in August that $1,500 to $2,000 was missing from the city's fine and bond fund.  An employee told Sgt. David Bauer of the Missouri State Highway Patrol that Jennings, the former court clerk, had received money from individuals but some money was never entered into the computer system as being collected. City officials believe the money was taken between March and May.  Authorities interviewed Jennings who denied stealing money from the city while she was a court clerk. However, she did admit to writing and signing Municipal Court Judge Shawn McCarver's name on at least two occasions and to continuing her grandson's court deadlines to pay fines without approval or order by Judge McCarver.

Jennings reportedly agreed to take a polygraph test at the Missouri State Highway Patrol Service Center in Park Hills on Sept. 1, but then refused to answer any questions after admitting she stole $4 from the court clerk's cash in March.  Jennings was released from custody on a $15,000 bond.

Court clerk charged with identity theft

By Jen Lawson 
<lawson@lasvegassun.com>
LAS VEGAS SUN - December 13, 2004

A clerk at the Las Vegas Municipal Court and an employee of the Clark County Health District are charged with using the identity of a Metro Police sergeant's wife to steal from a department store. 

Stephanie Stevenson, 37, whose job with the city involves processing payment information for citizens settling traffic tickets, was placed on administrative leave without pay on Friday after her arrest Thursday night at Meadows mall. 

Susan Donegan, 42, who works for the Health District and had a part-time job at Dillard's, was taken into custody Friday. 

City officials are investigating whether Stevenson obtained any credit card numbers through the course of her job, and the city auditor's office is looking into whether or not tighter controls should be adopted to ensure that citizens' personal information is secure. 

"We are distressed over the fact that this has occurred," Las Vegas Municipal Court Administrator Jim Carmany said Friday. "Nothing has been proven yet, but the accusation causes a great deal of concern." 

A Health District spokeswoman said this morning that officials were looking into the matter and declined to comment until they knew more.   Stevenson is accused of using the identity of Cheryl Fricker, according to the arrest report obtained this morning by the Sun. Cheryl Fricker is married to Sgt. Eric Fricker of the department's downtown area command. He declined to comment. 

The arrest report says Stevenson bought $864.30 worth of merchandise Wednesday at Dillard's in the Fashion Show mall using Fricker's store credit card number and a health card bearing her picture and Fricker's name.  A short time later police said she returned the items and received gift cards as reimbursement.  Thursday night she allegedly went to Dillard's at the Meadows mall and tried to purchase items worth $509.99 using the gift cards. When scanning the cards, the cashier noticed a fraud alert had been placed on the account and called security.   A security guard told Metro Police he saw Stevenson throw receipts in a trash can. The guard detained her until police arrived.  Officers found several sales receipts and credit card numbers in Stevenson's possession, along with the fraudulent health card.  Stevenson told police she had been doing this using different peoples' credit card numbers for about two weeks and had also hit the Dillard's in the Boulevard mall, according to the arrest report.  When police asked her how she got this information and how she bought the items without actually having the credit card, she said a friend of hers, Susan Donegan, works at both Dillard's and the Health District, and had obtained the credit card number for her as well as the card-holder information, according to the police report. 

Stevenson allegedly told police someone was threatening her family and she had to get these gift cards to pay him back for some money she owned. 

She was arrested on two counts of burglary, theft and impersonating another, all felonies, and was released from the Clark County Detention Center on bail over the weekend. 

Donegan was arrested on one count of theft and was still being held this morning on $3,000 bail. 

Metro and the municipal court officials are conducting a joint investigation, and several search warrants will be executed, Lt. Steve Franks of the department's property crimes section said Friday. 

Although Stevenson apparently got the Dillard's credit card number from Donegan, she did have access to personal information that could be used to steal identities through her position at the court. 

"We take this very seriously," Carmany said.   
Carmany said employees were surprised Stevenson had been arrested. 

She began working for the court in 2002 and passed a routine, extensive FBI background check as part of the hiring process. 

"I have heard that people considered her to be a good worker, and that was prior to today," he said. 

Carmany said he knows that the public trusts -- or should be able to trust -- government agencies to keep their personal information safe, but "we hire human beings." 

Even if the court's "information protection controls" are tightened, he said, there would be nothing stopping an employee from jotting down a credit card number on a slip of paper and using it. 

Cheryl Fricker said she is already conscientious about shredding her sensitive documents, but since police consider this an inside job there is little she could have done to prevent it. 

"I don't think I'll ever use credit cards again, which is a major inconvenience," she said. 

Superior Court Clerks Under Probe in Sale of False Insurance Papers

Thursday, September 19, 2002

Metropolitan News Emterprise, Los Angeles

By LORELEI LAIRD, Staff Writer

Two Los Angeles Superior Court traffic clerks are under investigation for fraud, it was reported yesterday.  The Pasadena Star-News reported that window clerk John Martinez and traffic clerk Conrado Sarreal of the Pasadena courthouse are being investigated for allegedly selling false insurance papers to people who were caught driving without insurance. In the course of a “sting” investigation, the Star-News reported, Martinez was caught by Sheriff’s Department investigators with a large sum of money on Sept. 6; Sarreal was implicated during the investigation of Martinez.

Assistant District Chief Jim Owen of the Pasadena court told the newspaper the sheriff’s department somehow found out that Sarreal was directing toward Martinez motorists who had come to court with citations for driving without insurance. Martinez would then “probably” sell the motorists false proof of insurance, or collect more money from them than he reported, Owen said to the Star-News. The newspaper did not report how much money was allegedly stolen by the pair, nor could court employees or investigators confirm an amount.

Martinez has since been laid off because of the court’s budget crunch, and Sarreal has been put on administrative leave, a spokesman for the Superior Court said.

No charges have yet been made in the case, which is under investigation by the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department.

“I can’t believe court employees would do something like this and think they could get away with it,” Owen told the Star-News. “We’ve all got to drive around out there, and if it turns out these [employees] were issuing fraudulent proofs of insurance, that’s bad.”

Several employees at the Pasadena courthouse declined to comment on the case. Sgt. Sam Silver of the sheriff’s department, the investigator on the case, did not return a call yesterday afternoon.

“It’s an ongoing criminal and personnel investigation and I can’t comment,” Supervising Judge Mary Thornton House of the Northeast District said yesterday. “We want to preserve the integrity of the investigation.”

A Superior Court spokesman said there is no record of previous problems with these two employees, but the court has had problems with other employees abusing their positions. 

Copyright 2002, Metropolitan News Company
Court Clerk on Trial for Leaking Information to Drug Gang
Georgia case raises concerns about security of federal court documents

R. Robin McDonald
Fulton County Daily Report
02-04-2004


The Diablo Boys, a violent Atlanta drug gang, infiltrated the federal clerk's office, gaining access to confidential details of investigations, a prosecutor told a jury this week. 

For about 18 months, a data clerk working in the office of the Clerk of Court for the Northern District of Georgia leaked sealed information about ongoing wiretaps, vehicle traces, witnesses and suspected gang members under investigation by federal agents to Diablo gang leader Billy D. Ladson, Assistant U.S. Attorney Yonette M. Sam-Buchanan said in her opening statement. 

That information allowed Ladson to identify potential witnesses against him and to avoid arrest for months by staying "one step ahead" of federal agents, she told the jury. 

Demetrius Freeman, the data entry clerk whom investigators eventually identified as the alleged source of the leaks, and Barry Adams, Freeman's brother and a Ladson associate, are on trial this week in U.S. District Court. 

The two face charges that they conspired and obstructed justice during that investigation, according to a federal indictment. U.S. v. Freeman, No. 1:03CV329, (N.D. Feb. 2, 2003). Judge Charles A. Pannell Jr. is presiding over the trial. 

The trial goes to the heart of courthouse security. Confidential information -- contained in documents that were sealed and stored in a safe with limited access -- routinely found its way to Ladson for about 18 months, according to the indictment. 

On Monday, Luther D. Thomas, the clerk of court for the Northern District, several Assistant U.S. Attorneys and staff members for the district's U.S. magistrates were in the courtroom to hear opening statements. 

LINKS TO GANG LEADER 

Attorneys for Freeman and Adams, a music producer who co-owned Diablo Records with Ladson, insisted that Ladson has been willing to lie to federal agents in order to avoid facing the death penalty for two drug-related slayings. The attorneys said Ladson has ruined the brothers' lives. 

Law enforcement agents identified Freeman as the alleged source of the leaks only after Ladson was arrested and provided information implicating Adams and his brother. 

Sam-Buchanan acknowledged that Ladson, whom she identified as the leader of the Diablo Boys, is cooperating with the federal government's prosecution of 16 alleged gang members. 

Ladson, along with suspected fellow gang members, was indicted in March 2003 on charges of racketeering, drug trafficking, carjacking, witness tampering, illegal use of a machine gun and manslaughter, according to a federal indictment. He has entered a guilty plea but has not yet been sentenced. 

Freeman's attorney, P. Bruce Kirwan, said his client was an exemplary employee, not a gang informant. According to Kirwan, Freeman, now 28, was a bright student, an athlete and president of the student body of Harper Archer High School in northwest Atlanta before his 1993 graduation. 

Freeman's brother is a music producer of a "mom-and-pop" record label, Diablo Records, said his attorney, Stephen B. Murrin. Through that label, Adams did business with Ladson, a talented singer for whom he produced several CDs, Murrin said. 

Adams' business relationship with Ladson and friendships Freeman had forged at Harper Archer with suspected members of the Diablo Boys led Adams and Freeman to leak information to the gang, according to prosecutor Sam-Buchanan. 

Ladson told federal agents that he never paid for the information. 

LEAKS SUSPECTED 

Federal agents first suspected that information was being leaked to the Diablo Boys in May 2002 after a witness was carjacked at gunpoint, driven to an isolated location, forced to strip and ordered to run as suspected gang members fired multiple shots at him, Sam-Buchanan said. 

That witness survived only because he tripped and fell into a ditch that shielded him from much of the gunfire, she said. He later identified Ladson as one of his attackers, and federal authorities issued a sealed warrant for Ladson's arrest, she said. 

According to the prosecutor, federal agents obtained a confidential court order allowing them to place a tracking device on a Lincoln Navigator they had identified as Ladson's. But shortly after the order was signed, "Mr. Ladson stopped using the car," she told the jury. 

Agents then attempted to locate Ladson by obtaining a court order to trace his cell phone calls, Sam-Buchanan said. Almost immediately, Ladson stopped using the phone, she said. 

Agents subsequently identified a second vehicle that Ladson had been spotted driving. When that vehicle was identified in confidential court records, Ladson stopped using it as well, the prosecutor said. 

Meanwhile, agents with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives had sought a federal warrant to search two apartments where investigators had seen suspected gang members engaged in what appeared to be drug sales. But when agents arrived at the apartments after securing the warrant, both were vacant. They appeared to have been abandoned in haste: cell phones and cash had been left behind, according to Sam-Buchanan. 

Federal agents also began getting calls from informants who said that names of witnesses and suspects identified only in sealed documents were circulating among the Diablo Boys. 

"It was quite clear that information was being leaked by someone in a position to know," Sam-Buchanan told the jury. 

After federal authorities arrested Ladson and agreed not to seek the death penalty, he claimed he had been warned of the law enforcement initiatives against him by a person who "was responsible for entering documents into the computer system" at the federal courthouse, Sam-Buchanan said. 

Ladson identified the mole as "Barry Adams' brother," whom he said he knew only as "Bro," according to Sam-Buchanan. 

Using high school yearbooks and a list of federal employees working at the Richard B. Russell Building downtown, federal agents pinpointed Freeman as the possible leak. 

Freeman's job was to scan documents into federal computers. He also had access to the sealed documents containing information that found its way to Ladson, the prosecutor said.

3. Federal Bankruptcy Court Employee Imprisoned for Bribery.

Dept of Defense, Office of General Counsel, Standards of Conduct Office

March 19, 2003, Number 03-05
Carl Stewart, a former employee of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Middle District of Florida, pled guilty to bribery charges on October 25, 2000. In his position at the Bankruptcy Court, Stewart supervised the clerk's offices for the Tampa, Jacksonville and Orlando divisions. He was responsible for signing purchase orders to authorize the court's purchase of equipment and services from vendors. Stewart also was responsible for signing vouchers to cause the Government to pay for the equipment and services he ordered. Stewart admitted using his official position to recommend to other Federal court officials that they purchase videoconferencing equipment offered by Ralston Communication, Inc., which was owned by Ray Ralston. In exchange for Stewart's assistance, Ralston paid Stewart cash commissions on the company's sales of videoconferencing equipment that occurred as a result of Stewart's recommendations. 

Stewart also engaged in schemes involving two other companies owned by Ralston, Millennium Integration Systems, Inc., and NetPlanet, Inc. In September 1999, Stewart placed a $73,500 order with Millennium for scanning software and 90 user licenses for the court. Millennium delivered inexpensive software and 30 user licenses worth only $15,000. Stewart accepted in cash a portion of the profit that Millennium made from the order. In September 1999, he had the Bankruptcy Court place a $45,800 order with Millennium for three scanning servers that cost Millennium only $9,000. Again, he accepted in cash a portion of the profit that Millennium made from the sale. In March 2000, Stewart caused the Bankruptcy Court to order and pay $71,200 for three scan integration systems from NetPlanet. These systems did not exist. Stewart accepted thousands of dollars in cash for his assistance in ensuring that the bogus transactions took place. Stewart was sentenced to 27 months in prison followed by 3 years probation. He was also ordered to pay restitution in the amount of $260,431. United States v. Stewart, Cr. No. 00-383 (M.D. Fla. 2001). (Many thanks to the Federal Ethics Report for this information.) 

Court employee jailed after falsifying spouse's record 

KITSAP COUNTY 

By Travis Baker, Sun staff
A former employee of Kitsap County District Court has been jailed and fined for falsifying her husband's court record while she worked for the court. Lori Christmas-O'Neill pleaded guilty to a criminal charge of official misconduct and also was fined $1,000. Prosecutors contended she used a complex system of record keeping in the state's court computer system to commit the crime. But she also left a trail that added up to overwhelming evidence against her. Still, she might have gotten away with it but for the alertness of another court worker. Christmas-O'Neill's court file presents the following case: 

Christmas-O'Neill, 27, was hired by the District Court in January 1998. She worked in the Poulsbo court office. She is married to Troy O'Neill, who pleaded guilty to third-degree theft in District Court on May 5, 1998. His sentence provided that the charge could be dismissed and erased from his record if he complied with all court requirements through May 2000. A hearing was scheduled for that month. 

But Feb. 22, 1999, a computer entry said the charge had been dismissed on a motion from the county prosecutor and the May 2000 hearing canceled. 

"The entry is entirely false," Deputy Prosecutor Jeff Jahns said. 

On July 8, another court employee was assigned to destroy old files. Troy O'Neill's was in the stack. 

But the employee could not find two documents normally in obsolete files, including a written order of dismissal. The file's very presence in the stack so soon after dismissal was suspicious, Court Administrator Maury Baker said.  When the employee checked the computer file, she found that her password had been used to make the Feb. 22 entries in the case. She doubted that she would have made the entry without a written order of dismissal. And she wondered why a May 2000 dismissal hearing date led to a February 1999 dismissal.  Baker was notified and he contacted prosecutors. 

Jahns filed criminal charges against Christmas-O'Neill in late July, and she was fired Aug. 13 after a period of suspension with pay.  The computer record showed that the changes had been made on the Poulsbo court's counter computer. It's the only one where an employee can be signed on at the same time she is signed onto her own desk computer.  The other two court employees were working at their computers when the O'Neill file was altered, the computer record showed. Christmas-O'Neill wasn't. Also, no one else had a motive, Jahns said.  But most damning was the fact she was signed on as herself the next day when she called up and looked at her husband's computer file, Jahns said. 

Christmas-O'Neill, represented by lawyer Randy Loun, entered an Alford plea of guilty. Such a plea doesn't confess the crime, but concedes that the evidence would probably lead to a conviction. 

She started serving her 10 days Monday. Another 355 days and $4,000 fine were suspended by Visiting District Court Judge Tom Farrow. 

Baker, the court administrator, said, "This is the first time in (his 28 years with the courts) that I have ever worked with anyone who has involved themselves in this kind of conduct. 

"What I want to have happen is create public trust and confidence in the court system and this behavior really undermines that. Our records affect people's lives and everyone needs to know they can trust the records. The 10 days in jail were invoked because of the seriousness of it." 

But he said he'd need to increase staff to eliminate the weakness that led to the falsification. Desk personnel must have access to the counter computer to get their jobs done. And requiring a new sign-on for every transaction at the counter would create substantial delays for the public, he said. 
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